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Advanced Placement Research Summer Assignment 

Mrs. Orrego 
jorrego@pasco.k12.fl.us 

 
Greetings Future Researchers!         
 
I have decided to shorten and streamline the summer work this year.  The idea behind it is you 
already have a solid working topic, either from our time together or on your own over the 
summer.  It is my goal that we hit the ground running in August and have an easier year for it! 
 
You are choosing ANY topic that interests you; specifically, one that has not been over-done and 
can sustain your interest for an entire year.  Remember, it should be feasible – so think through 
the logistics of your process ahead of time and make sure we can reach your project goals by the 
end of the year.  Remember - Your purpose here is to identify a GAP in the current field of 
knowledge and attempt to ask and answer a question that has never before been 
researched. 
 

For your topic please develop the following: 
 
Problem Statement – You will need to do additional online research to craft a truly effective 
problem statement – You should identify a problem, state why it is important, and what you plan 
to do about it! – Think – Who? What? When? Where? Why? (You’ll also apply this to your 
method.) This will serve as the basis of your Introduction later. 
 
Working Research Question and Hypothesis – A well-written problem statement will help 
you develop a research question/objective which will eventually drive your entire year.  (No 
pressure!)  What are you attempting to accomplish with your topic of inquiry?  
Remember – you must think about how you will answer this question/meet the objective with 
an effective METHOD. – For the Hypothesis - What do you think you’ll find with your inquiry? 
 
Potential Method – How will you answer your RQ/test your hypothesis?  Please refer to the 
attached “Research Methods in a Nutshell” sheet with the different types of methods – if one 
type interests you, do some additional research to determine how that would answer your RQ – 
write a brief overview of what type of method you would choose, how you would use it, and why 
it would be a good choice.  Again, Think – Who is involved? What do you seek to accomplish? When 
will this take place, over how long? Where - location? Why is this the BEST choice for your inquiry? 
Costs?  
 
Five Sources – Must be a combination of 2-3 popular (reputable news reports) and 2-3 
Scholarly (see scholar.google.com or JSTOR) – write a brief synopsis with an appropriate citation 
for each.  Seek conflicting viewpoints because you need multiple perspectives in your paper. 
 
Due Date:  August 16, 2019 
 
***All work should be typed and done to the best of your ability – all sub-par work will be given a 
zero – you may re-do but will receive a maximum of HALF credit. 
 
***Email me with questions – I will be out of town on AP Scholar Day this year 
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